M4A1 Flip Up Sights




One of the major advantages of the M4A1 is its flattop receiver, hence the ability to detach the carry handle and mount various optics on the rail without the need for additional adapters or a cheek piece. However, since the M16 back sight is located in the carry handle it creates a need for an alternative backup iron sight that can be mounted on the M4A1 flattop rail. 
This kind of sight is used for emergency when the primary optic is damaged, but it can also be used as a standard rear sight replacing the original M16 one. However, it's still recommend to maintain the detachable carry handle in place when not using any optic in order to protect the flattop receiver rail.
Several companies such as ARMS and KAC have created such sights usually referred to as flip up sights. The flip up sights have two positions:
· Down in which they are folded and don't interfere with the operator view when using other optics mounted on the flattop receiver rail. 

· Up when they used. 
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KAC 300M flip up sight. Left - down position. Right - up position.
Like the standard M16 rear sight, the flip up sights has two apertures:
· 250-300 meters range. 

· 500-600 meters range. 

In the late 1990's when the IDF first began to issue M4A1 to few elite units, most flip up sights were the KAC 300M model. However, when mass issue of the M4A1 began in 2000, the IDF sighed a major contract with ARMS to provide its #40 model. The #40 is currently issued to all infantry oriented units using the M4A1.
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ARMS #40 flip up sight. Left - down position. Right - up position.
